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HOCHSCHULE FÜR TECHNIK UND WIRTSCHAFT BERLIN  
(UNIVERSITY OF APPLIED SCIENCES) 

 

Study and Examination Regulations 
for the Consecutive Master's programme 

International and Development Economics 
 

English Translation 

 

(This English-language translation is provided for information purposes only. The original 
German version, published in HTW Berlin Official Information Circular No. 32/15, page 649 ff., 

is binding.) 

 

In Faculty 3: Business School from the 3rd of June 2015 

 

On the basis of § 17, section 1, no. 1 of the new edition of the Articles of the Hochschule für 
Technik und Wirtschaft Berlin regarding deviations from the regulations set out in the Berlin 
Higher Education Act (Berliner Hochschulgesetz, henceforth abbreviated to 'BerlHG') (HTW 
Berlin Official Information Circular No. 29/09) in connection with § 31 of the BerlHG in the 
edition from the 26th of July 2011 (Law and Official Gazette p. 378), the Faculty Council of 
Faculty 3: Business School at HTW Berlin established the following Study and Examination 
Regulations for the International and Development Economics Master's programme on the 3rd 
of June 2015∗:  
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§ 1 Application and Scope 
(1) These Study and Examination Regulations apply for all students who are enrolled in the 
first programme semester of the International and Development Economics Master's pro-
gramme in HTW Berlin's Faculty 3: Business School after their entry into force.  

(2) These Study and Examination Regulations also apply for all students who, after changing 
university or study programme, are placed on the programme at the same stage as those in 
(1) as a result of accreditation of prior learning and examination. 

(3) The provisional regulations in § 15 of this document only apply to students enrolled on the 
programme in accordance with the previous Study and Examination regulations for the Inter-
national and Development Economics Master's programme from the 5th of October 2005 
(FHTW Berlin Official Information Circular 06/06), last amended on the 13th of October 2010 
(HTW Berlin Official Information Circular No. 11/11). 

 

§ 2 Validity of the Study and Examination Regulations Framework 
This document is based on the respective valid edition of HTW Berlin's Study and Examination 
Framework Regulations for Bachelor's and Master's Programmes (the Rahmenstudien- und -
prüfungsordnung für Bachelor- und Masterstudiengänge, hereafter abbreviated to RStPO – 
Ba/Ma). 

 

§ 3 Allocation of Study Places 
(1) The Master's degree in International and Development Economics is a consecutive pro-
gramme. 

(2) The allocation of study places is performed according to the BerlHG, the Berlin Higher Ed-
ucation Admissions Act (Berliner Hochschulzulassungsgesetz) and the Berlin Higher Education 
Admissions Regulations (Berliner Hochschulzulassungsverordnung) in their respective valid 
editions as well as the Entry and Admissions Regulations of the consecutive Master's pro-
gramme International and Development Economics in their respective valid editions. 

 

§ 4 Service Charge 
Students enrolled on the International and Development Economics Master's programme are 
required to make a partial contribution to cover the additional costs of an international, con-
secutive Master's programme with this specific profile, in particular as these relate to in-
creased levels of supervision, excursions, additional teaching, English-language specialised 
literature, the international recruitment of teaching staff, the maintaining of international con-
tacts and alumni work. 

 

§ 5 Programme Aims 
(1) The Master's programme is offered to graduates of economics and social sciences with the 
aim of developing and expanding their academic and professional qualifications in the field of 
international economic relations and development economics. 

(2) The Master's programme pursues the following goals: 

a) Teaching of knowledge covering the specific problems experienced by developing and 
emerging market economies in the fields of macroeconomics, foreign trade, develop-
ment economics and public finance; 
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b) Achieving insight into the sector strategies of developing and emerging market econ-
omies, including for central sectors such as financial institutions, manufacturing, the 
environment, social security and state-owned enterprise; 

c) Expanding knowledge of specialised economic policies including monetary and ex-
change rate policy, fiscal policy and regional policy; 

d) Equipping students with interdisciplinary methodological knowledge and qualifications; 
e) Fostering of social competence and intercultural communication skills via insight into 

various cultures and their social, political and economic characteristics. 

(3) The programme enables students whose native language is not English to develop high-
level English-language skills, as well as allowing students from outside of Germany to expand 
their understanding of German culture. 

 

§ 6 Teaching Sessions in the English Language 
All teaching will be conducted exclusively in the English language. 

 

§ 7 Regular Study Period, Programme Plan, Modules  
(1) The Master's programme in International and Development Economics is an on-campus 
programme with a duration of 3 semesters (regular study period). It comprises 90 credits 
(ECTS). A credit corresponds to a student workload of 27 hours. The annual workload totals 
1,620 hours.  

(2) The programme is structured according to the Programme Plan in Annex 1 and employs a 
modular format as per § 4 of the RStPO–Ba/Ma. The Programme Plan in Annex 1 contains a 
list of all of the modules in the International and Development Economics Master's pro-
gramme including electives. For each module, it specifies module designation, level, form and 
type (compulsory/elective), attendance time (in weekly study hours - WSH), the basic learn-
ing time in terms of credits awarded and the compulsory and recommended prerequisites. 

(3) Learning outcomes and competences for each module are also set out in Annex 2 and 
form part of these regulations. 

(4) Elective modules may be offered as block sessions. The faculty council shall determine the 
modules to be offered in good time.  

(5) The programme recommends regular attendance in all teaching sessions. Compulsory 
attendance for individual modules is indicated in the module description. 

 

§ 8 Programme Structure 
(1) Studies on the consecutive Master's programme International and Development Econom-
ics commence once a year at the start of the respective summer semester. 

(2) In accordance with the Programme Plan in Annex 1, students must select and complete 
elective modules totalling 35 credits. In deviation from the Programme Plan, individual mod-
ules from the summer semester may also be offered during the winter semester, and vice 
versa. 

(3) Upon request, and subject to the permission of the examination board, one curricular 
elective module comprising 5 credits per semester may be replaced by another HTW Berlin 
module of equal value in terms of credits from a different Master's programme (if free places 
are available), or by a module of equal value offered by another institution.  

(4) The completion of the Master's thesis comprises 20 credits. The writing period begins one 
week after the start of the respective teaching period. The Master's thesis is accompanied by 
a seminar course which ends with the final oral examination. The module Final Oral Examina-
tion with its accompanying seminar series comprises 5 credits.  

(5) The programme is considered to have been successfully completed when all modules in-
cluding the Master's thesis and the final oral examination have been successfully completed. 
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§ 9 Supplementary Modules Offered (AWE) 
The supplementary modules (termed AWE modules – allgemeinwissenschaftliche Ergän-
zungsmodule) are taken from the selection offered by the study programme.  

For the modules M5 Supplementary Module 1 (AWE 1) and M6 Supplementary Module 2 (AWE 
2), two modules must be completed from the following (see elective module catalogue in An-
nex 1):  

- W1 (AWE) Norms, Institutions and Social Progress  

- W2 (AWE) Germany's External Relations 

- W3 (AWE) Research Methods in Social Sciences 

- W4 (AWE) Project Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation. 

 

§ 10 Module Examinations 
(1) Modules are assessed by means of a differentiated grade. 

(2) Successful completion of a module is evidenced by the student passing a standardised 
module examination. The examination components and examination forms are set out for 
each module in the modules descriptions for the programme International and Development 
Economics – Master of Arts (M.A.). 

(3) If a module incorporates multiple examination components, the module grade is calculat-
ed via a weighted mean of the component grades, with the weighting factors for the examina-
tion components being set out in the module description. As a rule, examination components 
can compensate for each other according to their weighting. This does not however apply to 
the following modules: 

- M1 Microeconomics and Development, 

- M2 Macroeconomics and Development and 

- M3 International Economics for the 21st Century. 

Here, all respective examination components must be passed individually. 

(4) Passing the module examination is a requirement for gaining credits. The number of cred-
its gained for each respective module is listed in Annex 1. 

(5) Students may complete more elective modules (except supplementary AWE modules as 
per § 9) than stipulated in the curriculum. In the event that more elective modules are com-
pleted than stipulated in the curriculum, the modules with the best grades shall be included 
on the grade transcript unless the student specifies the inclusion of other modules with the 
Examination Office before permission is granted to undertake the final oral examination. If the 
examination for a supplementary AWE module is passed, this may not be replaced by another 
supplementary AWE module. However, a certificate of completion for the additional supple-
mentary module may be provided by the module lecturer. 

(6) Admission to an examination or the submission of continuously assessed examination are 
subject to registration on the corresponding module in accordance with the provisions of the 
HTW Berlin University Regulations (Hochschulordnung - HO) in their valid version. 

(7) For the modules: 

- M7 Development Policies and Research Colloquium 

- W2 (AWE) Germany's External Relations 

- W3 (AWE) Norms, Institutions and Social Progress 

- W10 The State in Business 

only one examination date is offered per semester as the module's examination solely com-
prises an assignment completed during the module's duration. 

(8) Apart from the Master's thesis and the final oral examination, every module examination 
may be repeated twice at most. If a third attempt has to be undertaken in the following se-
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mester, this module examination may take the form of an oral examination performed after 
the seventh week of the teaching period. If a student fails the examination at the third at-
tempt then the module is considered to have been irrevocably failed. Successful graduation 
from the Master's programme International and Development Economics is in this case no 
longer possible. 

 

§ 11 Master's Thesis 
(1) Permission to complete the Master's thesis shall be granted when all modules from both 
semesters totalling 60 credits (ECTS) have been successfully completed and registration with 
the examination office has been performed by the end of the second semester's teaching pe-
riod according to the regular programme plan. A candidate may also be permitted to complete 
a thesis if: 

- he or she has yet to successfully complete modules collectively totalling five credits and; 

- the successful completion of all modules is possible and anticipated in the semester during 
which the Master's thesis is being written and; 

- the type and scope of the uncompleted modules have no significant impact on the thesis's 
topic or writing period.  

(2) As long as it is suitable, the topic agreed between the student and the first thesis supervi-
sor is confirmed by the examination board via the signature of the chairperson on the applica-
tion form for permission to complete the Master's thesis. A topic is considered suitable if it 
deals with questions and problems related to the subject fields contained within the pro-
gramme plan as per Annex 1.  

(3) A topic may be approved only once in a given semester. The Master's thesis cannot be 
completed as a piece of group work.  

(4) The beginning of the Master's thesis writing period and the submission deadline are stipu-
lated by the examination board in writing. The thesis writing period begins as a rule one week 
after the start of the summer semester teaching period. The writing period is 13 weeks. Stu-
dents who due to delays in their studies have to complete their Master's thesis during the 
winter semester must apply for permission to complete the thesis by the end of the teaching 
period of the third semester according to the regular programme plan. The permission to 
complete the thesis should as a rule be given in writing one week after the start of the winter 
semester. 

(5) The examination board shall appoint supervising examiners in writing.  

(6) The final thesis comprises as a rule 10,000 to 12,000 words. The examiner may deduct up 
to 20% from the grade if the candidate exceeds or undershoots this word limit. 

(7) The Master's thesis must be submitted to the faculty administration at the latest on the 
submission deadline in written and electronic form in accordance with § 23, paragraph 7 of 
the RStPO-Ba/Ma.  

 

§ 12 Final Oral Examination  
(1) The oral examination is carried out in the form of a module examination for the module 
Final Oral Examination.  

(2) Permission to complete the final oral examination is granted subject to the successful 
completion of modules comprising 65 credits and of the Master's thesis. Students who were 
unable to provide evidence for 210 credits upon admission to the Master's programme may 
only be admitted to the final oral examination if they are able to provide evidence for a total 
of 295 credits from the first degree and the Master's programme. Evidence of the fulfilment of 
any additional admission requirements stipulated by the student selection committee must be 
submitted to the Examinations Office by the student and shall not be officially requested. 

(3) The module examination of the final examination module is based on the subject of the 
Master's thesis and locates this within the context of the International and Development Eco-
nomics Master's programme. The student is required to provide a clear and concise overview 
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of the Master's thesis topic and defend his/her argumentation over the course of an academic 
discussion in an informed and competent manner.  

(4) The grade awarded for the oral examination is determined by the extent to which the stu-
dent is able to: 

-  employ the knowledge and methods learned in the programme in a results-orientated and 
academically rigorous manner in the completion of a programme-related academic en-
quiry, 

-  effectively present a complex programme-related topic in free speech within a given time 
limit and, 

-  engage in academic debate on the subject-specific and methodological content of the Mas-
ter's thesis. 

 

§ 13 Module Grades on the Master's Grade Transcript 
(1) The modules and module groups shall be listed in the following order on the Master's De-
gree Grade Transcript: 

(a) Compulsory modules: 

Microeconomics and Development 

Macroeconomics and Development 

International Economics for the 21st Century 

Theories of Development 

Development Policies and Research Colloquium 

Public Finance for Development  

(b) Elective Modules:  

(Elective Module 1) 

(Elective Module 2) 

(Elective Module 3) 

(Elective Module 4) 

(Elective Module 5) 

(Supplementary Module 1 (AWE)) 

(Supplementary Module 2 (AWE)) 

(2) The following module grades are listed on the Master's grade transcript, but are not in-
cluded in the calculation of the overall final grade: 

M1 Microeconomics and Development 

M8 Public Finance for Development 

M5 Supplementary Module 1 (AWE) 

M6 Supplementary Module 2 (AWE) 

 

§ 14 Calculation of the Degree Grade 
(1) The final Master's degree grade is calculated using the overall grade (X), which in turn is 
derived from the weighted mean of the component grades (X1, X2, X3) according to the formu-
la 

X=aX1+bX2+cX3 

truncated after two decimal places and rounded to one decimal place. The component grades 
are: 
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a) The weighted mean of the module grades used to calculate the final grade (factor X1); here 
the grade achieved is truncated after two decimal places, 

b) The grade awarded the Master's thesis (factor X2) and, 

c) The grade of the final oral examination (factor X3).  

The weighting factors are as follows: a = 0.50; b = 0.40, c = 0.10.  

(2) The calculation of factor X1 for the final grade is performed via the calculation of a 
weighted mean from all modules included in the calculation based on their respective number 
of credits according to the formula 

∑
∑ •

=
i

ii

a
aF

X
)(

1 . 

Where:   - Fi: The individual module grades. 

- ai: The weighting factors of the individual module grades. 

(3) The weighting factors of the individual modules are as stated in the following table: 

 

 
§ 15 Graduation Documents 
(1) Graduates shall receive the graduation documents as listed in § 28 of the RStPO-Ba/Ma in 
the valid edition. Only the English module designations shall be included on all graduation 
documents. Conferral of the academic degree "Master of Arts (M.A.)" is certified via the Mas-
ter's Degree Certificate. 

(2) Specific information on the Diploma Supplement for the Master's programme International 
and Development Economics is included in Annex 4.  

 

§ 16 Provisional Regulations 
Students whose studies have been delayed and for whom modules from the previous Study 
Regulations of the International and Development Economics Master's programme from the 
5th of October 2005 (FHTW Berlin Official Information Circular 06/06), last amended on the 
13th of October 2010 (HTW Berlin Official Information Circular No. 11/11) are no longer of-
fered are required to complete the equivalent modules from these Study and Examination 
Regulations as set out in the equivalence table in Annex 5. 

 

Module name Weighting Factor ai 

Macroeconomics and Development 2 

International Economics for the 21st Century  2 

Theories of Development  2 

Development Policies and Research Colloquium  2 

Elective Module 1 1 

Elective Module 2 1 

Elective Module 3 1 

Elective Module 4 1 

Elective Module 5 1 

Total 13 
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§ 17 Entry into Force, Publication 
This document comes into force on the day after its publication in the Official Information Cir-
cular of HTW Berlin with effect from the 1st of April 2016. 
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Annex 1 of the Study and Examination Regulations for the International and Development 
Economics Master's programme   

 

Annex 1: Programme Overview  
 
A) Programme Overview  

 

Semester 1 

No. Module Designation Mode Type WSH Cr Lev CP RP 

M1 Microeconomics and Develop-
ment CM SL 4 5 2a - - 

M2 Macroeconomics and Develop-
ment CM SL 4 5 2a - - 

M3 International Economics for the 
21st Century CM SL 4 5 2a - - 

M4 Theories of Development CM SL 4 5 2a - - 

M5 Supplementary Module 1 
(AWE) EM PA 2 5 2a - - 

M6 Supplementary Module 2 
(AWE) EM PA 2 5 2a - - 

 Total per semester   16/4 30    

 

Semester 2 

No. Module Designation Mode Type WSH Cr Lev CP RP 

M7 Development Policies and Re-
search Colloquium CM SL 4 5 2a - - 

M8 Public Finance for Development CM SL 4 5 2a - - 

M9 Elective Module 1 1) EM PA 2) 2 5 2a - - 

M10 Elective Module 2 1) EM PA 2) 2 5 2a -  

M11 Elective Module 3 1) EM PA 2) 2 5 2a - - 

M12 Elective Module 4 1) EM PA 2) 2 5 2a - - 

 Total per semester   8/8 30    
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Semester 3 

No. Module Designation Mode Type WSH Cr Lev CP RP 

M13 Elective Module 5 1) EM PA 2) 2 5 2a - - 

M14 Master's Thesis CM   20 2b see 
§ 11 - 

M15 Final Oral Examination  CM   5 2b see 
§ 12 - 

M15.1 Master's Thesis Seminar  PS 2     

 Total per semester   0/4 30    

 Overall total   24/16 90    

1) Prior to the start of each semester, double the number of required modules will be offered from 
the elective catalogue 1B to 2. 
2) May also be offered as PCA module. 

Legend: 

 

Form of teaching: Type of module: 

PCA PC Activities  CM Compulsory Module 

PA Practical Activities  EM Elective Module 

SL Seminar-style Lecture   

PS (Project) Seminar    

 

General: 

RP 

 

 

Cr 

Lev 

Recommended Prerequisite (mod-
ules for which the completion of pre-
vious modules is recommended) 

Credits (ECTS) 

Level (2a = no prerequisite/2b = 
with prerequisite) 

CP 

 

 

WSH 

Compulsory Prerequisite (modules 
for which the completion of previ-
ous modules is compulsory) 

Weekly Study Hours 

 

 

Please note:  

One credit (ECTS) corresponds to a student learning workload of 27 hours each 60-minute 
long.  
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B) List of elective modules (elective catalogue) 

 

1. In the first semester, supplementary AWE modules 1 and 2 (M5 and M6) must be complet-
ed. The following four modules are offered as standard. 

 

No. Module Designation Type WSH Cr Lev CP RP 

W1 
(AWE) 

Norms, Institutions and Social 
Progress 

PA 2 5 2a - - 

W2 
(AWE) 

Germany's External Relations PA 2 5 2a - - 

W3 
(AWE) 

Research Methods in Social Sci-
ences  

PCA 2 5 2a - - 

W4 
(AWE) 

Project Planning, Monitoring and 
Evaluation 

PA 2 5 2a - - 

 

2. In semesters two and three, the elective modules M9 to M13 must be completed. As stand-
ard, the programme offers 6 modules for the second semester from W5 to W15 and two mod-
ules for the third semester from W5 to W15 from which students may choose. In place of 
modules M9 to M13, students may complete one or more modules from other HTW study pro-
grammes or from other German or international higher education organisations, which can be 
accredited for elective modules W5 to W24. A Learning Agreement must be arranged between 
the student and the examination board before the start of the semester for each module to be 
accredited. 
 

No. Module Designation Type WSH Cr Lev CP RP 

W5 Social Protection in Low- and Mid-
dle-Income Countries 

PA 2 5 2a - - 

W6 Topical Issues of International 
and Development Economics 

PA 2 5 2a - - 

W7 Central Banking  PA 2 5 2a - - 

W8 Financial Systems Development  PA 2 5 2a - - 

W9 Regional Integration  PA 2 5 2a - - 

W10 The State in Business PA 2 5 2a - - 

W11 Environmental and Resource Eco-
nomics 

PA 2 5 2a - - 

W12 Development Cooperation PA 2 5 2a - - 

W13 Econometrics PCA 4 5 2a - - 

W14 Advanced Applied Research Meth-
ods 

PCA 2 5 2a - - 

W15 Current Issues in Global Devel-
opment 

PA 2 5 2a - - 

W16 Development Cooperation in Prac-
tice  

PA 2 5 2a - - 

W17 Institutions and Development   PA 2 5 2a - - 

W18 History of Economic Thought  PA 2 5 2a - - 
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W19 Regional Economic Development 
in Perspective  

PA 2 5 2a - - 

W20 National Economic Development 
in Historical Perspective  

PA 2 5 2a - - 

W21 Sector Strategies and Develop-
ment  

PA 2 5 2a - - 

W22 Current Challenges for National 
and Regional Development  

PA 2 5 2a - - 

W23 The National Economy in the 
Global Context  

PA 2 5 2a - - 

W24 Advanced Business Topics PA 2 5 2a - - 

 

The modules W16 to W24 can only be completed as part of a study programme at another 
higher education institution. 

 

 



 
13/25 

 

Annex 2 of the Study and Examination Regulations for the International and Development 
Economics Master's programme    

 

Annex 2: Learning Outcomes and Competences for each Module 
 

Module Designation M1 Microeconomics and Development 

Learning Outcomes/ 

Competences 

Aim of this class is to learn how deviations from standard (neo-) classical 
assumptions like market imperfections, external effects, information asym-
metries, or bounded rationality lead to market failures that call for govern-
mental intervention. Students are enabled to identify the underlying devel-
opment issues, and learn to discuss critically the effectiveness of various 
development-related policies – e.g. credit subsidies for poor households or 
conditional cash transfers – in the context of existing theories and evidence 
on individual decision-making. 

 

Module Designation M2 Macroeconomics and Development 

Learning Outcomes/ 

Competences 

The aim of this course is to impart a clear understanding of the differences 
between the principal macroeconomic paradigms, and how these relate to 
debates and policy recommendations on monetary, fiscal and exchange rate 
policies in a development context. Students can draw conclusions and con-
duct empirical analysis related to developing countries. They will be able to 
independently prepare macroeconomic analyses for different countries and 
develop and evaluate problem-oriented policy concepts. 

 

Module Designation M3 International Economics for the 21st Century 

Learning Outcomes/ 

Competences 

Students know the basic empirical features (direction, size and determi-
nants) of global trade and financial flows and can evaluate their relevance 
for developing countries. They understand the basic models of international 
trade and international capital flows, can apply them to examples as well as 
current events and are able to critically discuss their assumptions and limi-
tations. They are aware of recent contributions to the theory of internation-
al trade and finance and can analyse policy recommendations under differ-
ent theoretical models. Moreover, they are able to read and understand 
academic papers in the field of international economics of moderate com-
plexity and are able to present these papers to fellow students. 

 

Module Designation M4 Theories of Development 

Learning Outcomes/ 

Competences 

Students are aware of the main theoretical approaches to development 
economics and of a selection of related contemporary issues in develop-
ment policy. They know major concepts, theoretical approaches, historical 
developments and debates in development theory and practice. By the end 
of the course students have a good understanding of the challenge of de-
velopment in developing countries and emerging markets and of how the 
academic research community and development organizations have been 
dealing with it throughout various time periods. Students are able to ana-
lyse selected development policy approaches, policies and their respective 
outcomes as well as to evaluate policy options, design policies, make deci-
sions and give policy recommendations. 
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Module Designation M7 Development Policies and Research Colloquium 

Learning Outcomes/ 

Competences 

Students know how a number of important development policies have been 
derived from major economic development theories and/or have been de-
signed in a pragmatic way in order to deal with particular development 
challenges. They are aware of the difficulties of policy design and imple-
mentation as well as of the diversity of policy outcomes in different con-
texts and of the often diverging assessment of policy outcomes by different 
observers. Students can evaluate development policies against the back-
ground of their theoretical foundations and their relevance for developing 
countries, are able to analyse and critically discuss their assumptions and 
limitations as well as to present the results of their analysis to fellow stu-
dents.  

During Research Colloquia and excursions, the students learn about con-
crete challenges in the area of development policy as well as theoretical 
and methodological frameworks and practical approaches to deal with these 
challenges. Students are capable of discussing and evaluating policy ap-
proaches and results. 

 

Module Designation M8 Public Finance for Development 

Learning Outcomes/ 

Competences 

Students know major concepts, theoretical approaches, historical develop-
ments and debates in public finance with regard to developed as well as to 
developing countries and emerging markets. By the end of the course stu-
dents have a good understanding of the role of the public sector in econom-
ic development, the planning and control of public spending and tax policy 
and its problems in emerging markets and developing countries. Students 
are able to analyse public finance approaches, policies and their respective 
outcomes. Students are able to evaluate policy options, design policies, 
make decisions and give policy recommendations as well as to present, 
discuss and defend their case in front of an audience, both individually and 
in task groups and teams. 

 

Module Designation M14 Master’s Thesis 

Learning Outcomes/ 

Competences 

In the process of researching and reading for their master’s thesis projects 
as well as during structuring and writing the thesis students learn how to 
transform research objectives, theoretical and methodological knowledge as 
well as empirical facts and figures into a consistent and convincing academ-
ic paper that adds to the existent knowledge in the particular field of re-
search. They develop the capability to assess the relevant theoretical and 
methodological literature, to identify and access appropriate sources of em-
pirical data and to evaluate different arguments brought forward in the dis-
cussion on the topic so far in order to relate them to the results of their 
own research and to come up with their own judgment on the matter, in-
cluding relevant policy conclusions (when applicable). The master’s thesis 
provides the proof that students are able to deal with problems in the area 
of international and development economics in an academic way, to apply 
the knowledge gained during the study program and to produce an aca-
demic paper on a topic related to international and development economics. 

 

Module Designation M15 Final Oral Examination 

Learning Outcomes/ 

Competences 

In the Master’s thesis seminar students further develop the capacity of for-
mulating clear and specific research objectives, research questions and hy-
potheses, of presenting their research project to an audience as well as of 
commenting and advising each other in a group and discussing preliminary 
results as they proceed with the work on their own thesis project. 
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In the oral examination students present the knowledge gained during their 
studies and in particular during the research for their thesis project based 
on a structured presentation and an academic debate on their findings. 
Students are able to prove their knowledge in the field of international and 
development economics in free speech and presentation. 

 

 

Elective Modules: 

 

Module Designation W1 (AWE) Norms, Institutions and Social Progress 

Learning Outcomes/ 

Competences 

Students know major concepts, theoretical approaches, historical develop-
ments and debates on the role of non-economic variables such as culture, 
religion, politics, etc. with regard to economic as well as overall socio-
economic development. Students are aware of the fact that economic pro-
cesses take place within social and cultural contexts, that failure to take 
account of specific contexts can mean that economic outcomes will be very 
different from those expected and that economic policies depend on political 
and other institutions to be implemented. Students are able to analyse po-
tential positive or negative impact of cultural patterns and political struc-
tures on economic development and to draw conclusions relevant for a 
whole spectrum of actors and stake holders involved in the process. They 
are further able to present, discuss and defend their case in front of an au-
dience, both individually and in working groups and teams. 

 

Module Designation W2 (AWE) Germany’s External Relations 

Learning Outcomes/ 

Competences 

Students know major organisations, institutions and channels of communi-
cation relevant for Germany’s political, economic, cultural and social exter-
nal relations. They are aware of the multitude of avenues that different 
actors in external relations utilise to communicate, negotiate and imple-
ment their interests in the context of highly complex and dynamic interna-
tional and global environments. Students get in touch with selected institu-
tions and organisations representing typical actors in the field of external 
relations, learn about their position within the network of various actors as 
well as about their internal functioning. They understand the logic of their 
activities and can evaluate their relevance for Germany as well as for 
emerging markets and developing countries and are able to critically dis-
cuss their opportunities and limitations. 

 

Module Designation W3 (AWE) Research Methods in Social Sciences 

Learning Outcomes/ 
Competences 

Students learn about the process of scientific research in the social sciences 
and how to generate interesting and useful research questions. They mas-
ter the different empirical research methods, know their limitations and can 
attribute their potential usefulness to concrete research questions. Students 
learn how to collect, describe, present, analyse and interpret data, on a 
qualitative as well as quantitative basis. 

 

Module Designation W4 (AWE) Project Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation 

Learning Outcomes/ 

Competences 

Students are acquainted with Project Cycle Management (PCM), i.e. ap-
proaches and methods which are widely applied in planning, monitoring and 
evaluation of development projects and programmes. Through demonstra-
tion and practical experience, they are familiar with the planning, monitor-
ing and evaluation methods and tools applied on the various steps of the 
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PCM process and know how to apply these methods in practice. Student are 
aware of their assumptions, opportunities and limitations and are able to 
adjust their approaches, methods and tools based on an assessment of the 
given environmental conditions in which concrete projects are being de-
signed, implemented and evaluated. 

 

Module Designation W5 Social Protection in Low- and Middle-Income Countries 

Learning Outcomes/ 

Competences 

This course discusses what vulnerability means, where it comes from and 
how it can be measured, shows that people in different contexts face differ-
ent risks and manage their risks in very different ways, analyses why and 
when social protection is needed, which actor can and should offer it, what 
role the state should play and how it can be financed and organised, com-
pares different forms of social protection and their respective strengths, 
examines the specific challenges and weaknesses of social protection in low 
and middle income countries (LICs and MICs) as well as strategies to over-
come them and identifies the economic, technical and political reasons for 
the weaknesses. Finally, different options of protection against the effects 
of illness, unemployment and old-age in LICs and MICs are discussed more 
extensively. The goals of the course include that students understand the 
nature and relevance of different risks, learn about the origin of risks and 
vulnerability and about the different linkages between vulnerability and 
poverty, get to know about different strategies how risks can be managed, 
learn to assess when and why social protection is needed, get to know dif-
ferent forms of organising and financing social protection and their respec-
tive strengths and weaknesses, discuss ways to extend the coverage of 
social protection schemes in low- and middle income countries and reflect 
on the requirements of an effective social protection policy. 

 

Module Designation W6 Topical Issues of International and Development Economics 

Learning Outcomes/ 

Competences 

Students know in how far the topic chosen for the course is of particular 
relevance within the area of international and development economics. 
They are aware of the overall importance of the chosen topic as well as of 
various major aspects related to the topic in terms of theory, methodology, 
empirical findings and policy issues. They understand the respective de-
bates and policy activities, are able to put them into historical perspective 
as well as to critically discuss their assumptions and limitations and can 
analyse policy recommendations under different assumptions and frame-
work conditions. Moreover, they are able to read and understand academic 
papers of moderate complexity in the respective field and are able to pre-
sent these papers to fellow students. 

 

Module Designation W7 Central Banking 

Learning Outcomes/ 

Competences 

Students know how money is created in the interaction between house-
holds, firms, commercial banks and central banks. They understand how 
different monetary policy instruments influence the creation of money and 
can analyse the potential impact of different monetary policy actions both 
on the financial sector and the economy at large. They are aware of recent 
academic and real-world disputes about the best approach to central bank-
ing and know the specific difficulties for central banking in developing coun-
tries. Based on these foundations, they are able to analyse the main factors 
in a central bank’s decision and can formulate an informed decision on the 
best path for monetary policy under varying macroeconomic conditions. 
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Module Designation W8 Financial Systems Development 

Learning Outcomes/ 

Competences 

Students understand the basic role of finance and the financial system for 
capital accumulation. They are aware of current and historical theoretical 
disputes about the role of finance for economic development. They under-
stand the specifics of financial markets (compared to markets for goods and 
other services) and the logic of different types of financial regulations and 
financial institutions related to these specifics. They understand the argu-
ments for and against financial deregulation. They can analyse the impact 
of specific regulatory measures on the development and stability of a finan-
cial system. 

 

Module Designation W9 Regional Integration 

Learning Outcomes/ 

Competences 

Students know the basic types and classifications of regional integration 
agreements. They understand the basic models of preferential liberalisation 
and can apply them to analyse the impact of regional integration agree-
ments on trade flows. They understand the logic of optimum currency area 
theory. They understand the different positions in the debate on South-
South vs. North-South integration, both with regards to trade and monetary 
integration. They can apply this theoretical knowledge to critically analyse 
the achievements and challenges of existing regional integration agree-
ments. 

 

Module Designation W10 The State in Business 

Learning Outcomes/ 

Competences 

Students know major concepts, theoretical approaches, historical develop-
ments and debates on state-owned enterprises, privatization and nationali-
zation with regard to developed as well as in developing countries. Students 
are able to undertake a critical assessment of the arguments for establish-
ing state owned enterprises, the problems of state owned enterprises, the 
arguments in favour of privatisation and nationalization as well as the prob-
lems and conflicts associated with privatisation and nationalization in prac-
tice. Students are able to analyse privatization, nationalization and other 
related policy approaches, policies and their respective outcomes. They are 
able to evaluate policy options, design policies and give policy recommen-
dations as well as to do their own academic research and present, discuss 
and defend their case in front of an audience, both individually and in task 
groups and teams. 

 

 

Module Designation W11 Environmental and Resource Economics 

Learning Outcomes/ 

Competences 

Students know major concepts, theoretical approaches, historical develop-
ments and debates on environmental resources, their economic use and 
economic policy-measures aimed at their protection. Students are aware of 
current national and global issues regarding environmental and resource 
economics. They know and are able to use the main theoretical and statisti-
cal approaches in order for them to deal with current problems and debates 
in the field. Participants know the relevant software regarding simulation 
and analysis of issues in environment and resource economics and are fa-
miliar with the practical use of such software programmes. Students are 
able to evaluate policy options, design policies and give policy recommen-
dations as well as to do their own academic research and present, discuss 
and defend their case in front of an audience, both individually and in task 
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groups and teams. 

 

 

 

Module Designation W12 Development Cooperation 

Learning Outcomes/ 

Competences 

Students know the basic motivations and trends in official development aid 
(ODA) flows. They know the most important international institutions con-
cerned with economic development issues and have a deeper understand-
ing of the working of a limited number of selected international organisa-
tions. They understand the current disputes about these institutions’ poli-
cies. They can form and argue soundly an opinion about current develop-
ment policy issues and defend these positions against criticism. 

 

Module Designation W13 Econometrics 

Learning Outcomes/ 

Competences 

The students understand the Gauss-Markov assumptions for the OLS of the 
linear model and can interpret them in light of actual empirical applications. 
Students can identify the specificities of datasets and the associated thorny 
issues affecting OLS. Students can propose practical solutions to address 
these issues. Students are able to read critically refereed journal articles 
with econometric contents and possess a sound base for conducting (very) 
basic empirical research. For more elaborated research the lectures W5 and 
W14 are highly recommended. 

 

Module Designation W14 Advanced Applied Research Methods 

Learning Outcomes/ 

Competences 

Students can design, structure and conduct their own empirical research 
project within a clearly defined methodological area. They master the spe-
cific empirical research methodology covered in the module. They also un-
derstand the limitations of their empirical methodological knowledge and of 
the specific research methodology covered. They can realistically assess the 
amount of time and effort needed to put into conducting an empirical re-
search project. 

 

Module Designation W15 Current Issues in Global Development 

Learning Outcomes/ 

Competences 

Students know in how far the current issue chosen for the course is of par-
ticular relevance within the area of international and development econom-
ics. They are aware of the overall importance of the issue as well as of vari-
ous major aspects related to the current issue in terms of theory, method-
ology, empirical findings and policy issues. They understand the respective 
debates and policy activities, are able to put them into historical perspec-
tive as well as to critically discuss their assumptions and limitations and can 
analyse policy recommendations under different assumptions and frame-
work conditions. Further they are able to read and understand academic 
papers in the respective field of moderate complexity and are able to pre-
sent these papers to fellow students. 

 

Module Designation W16 Development Cooperation in Practice 

Learning Outcomes/ 

Competences 

The students understand the main complications of development coopera-
tion in practice. To this end, they have gained in-depth insight either into a 
specific field of development policies promoted by institutions in the realm 
development cooperation or into a specific project of development coopera-
tion. They are able to analyse the observed problems and link them to ap-
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propriate theoretical concepts. 

 

 

 

Module Designation W17 Institutions and Development   

Learning Outcomes/ 

Competences 

The students understand the main impact of institutional characteristics and 
structures on the process of economic development. To this end, they have 
an insight into selected important theories explaining the importance of 
institutions. Moreover, they are able to apply these theories to empirical 
cases and observations. 

 

Module Designation W18 History of Economic Thought 

Learning Outcomes/ 

Competences 

The students understand the main developments in the history of economic 
thought. They are able to link current theoretical debate to the history of 
economic thought and hence evaluate the scope of economic theories and 
models. 

 

Module Designation W19 Regional Economic Development in Perspective 

Learning Outcomes/ 

Competences 

The students have gained insight into the economic development process of 
a selected region (e.g. Southeast Asia, Latin America) or a selected coun-
try. They understand how the development of this region compares to that 
of other regions and which approaches might explain this relative over- or 
underperformance. They are able to apply this knowledge when it comes to 
development performance of other regions or countries 

 

Module Designation W20 National Economic Development in Historical Perspective 

Learning Outcomes/ 

Competences 

Students know the historical economic development of a specific country 
and/or a specific country group in general as well as with regards to a 
number of selected aspects. They can identify particular time periods, eco-
nomic policy decisions, policies implemented and policy outcomes and have 
the capability to assess and evaluate their immediate economic relevance 
for the respective country or country group. Students further understand 
the mid- to long-term consequences and implications of selected events in 
the economic history of the concerned country or countries and can give 
examples or provide case studies. 

 

Module Designation W21 Sector Strategies and Development 

Learning Outcomes/ 

Competences 

Students have substantial knowledge concerning the basics of one or of a 
limited number of sector strategies of importance for developed industrial 
nations, emerging markets and/or developing countries in general as well 
as with regards to a number of selected aspects. They are familiar with 
relevant theoretical and methodological foundations, with approaches and 
trends in policy design and implementation over time as well as with the 
related policy outcomes. Students understand mid- to long-term conse-
quences and implications of selected approaches and policies and can eval-
uate their implications for emerging markets and developing countries. Fur-
ther they are able to read and understand academic papers in the respec-
tive field of moderate complexity and are able to present these papers to 
fellow students. 
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Module Designation W22 Current Challenges for National and Regional Development 

Learning Outcomes/ 

Competences 

Students know the major challenges for national and regional development 
of a country in a particular region and/or that region as a whole. They are 
familiar with theoretical and methodological foundations and with sources of 
empirical data appropriate to analyse and discuss the nature of the respec-
tive challenges for national and regional development as well as for the 
design of strategies, policies or programmes to deal with these challenges. 
Students understand mid- to long-term consequences and implications of 
selected approaches and policies to deal with these challenges and can 
evaluate their implications for emerging markets and developing countries. 
Further they are able to read and understand academic papers in the re-
spective field of moderate complexity and are able to present these papers 
to fellow students. 

 

Module Designation W23 The National Economy in the Global Context 

Learning Outcomes/ 

Competences 

Students have a basic understanding of the global context within which 
national economic development takes place as well as of major processes 
and trends linked to the phenomenon of globalization. They are aware of 
the global context’s impact on the social, economic and political situation in 
specific countries and its respective mid- to long-term consequences. Based 
on theoretical debates and/or empirical experience, students are able to 
discuss the various challenges faced by societies and national economies in 
coping with the global context, to analyse selected policy approaches to 
deal with these challenges and to evaluate their implications. Further they 
are able to read and understand academic papers on the topic and are able 
to present these papers to fellow students. 

 

Module Designation W24 Advanced Business Topics 

Learning Outcomes/ 

Competences 

The students have gained insight into one or more advanced topics of busi-
ness administration. They can apply these insights to current problems and 
events in the business sector. 
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Annex 3 of the Study and Examination Regulations for the International and Development 
Economics Master's programme  

 

Annex 3: Diploma Supplement Details 
The details of the International and Development Economics Master's Programme Diploma 
Supplement are given below.  

 

HTW Berlin 

Diploma Supplement - Master International and Development Economics – 

2 Qualification 2.1 Qualification name in full   

Master of Arts 

 

Qualification /abbreviated M .A .  

 

Title Conferred (in full and abbreviated)   

n.a. 

 

2.2  Ma in  f i e ld s  o f  s tudy  for  the  qua l i f i ca t ion   

International and Development Economics 

 

2.3  In st i tu t ion  Award ing  the  Qua l i f i ca t ion   

Hochschule für Technik und Wirtschaft Berlin 

 
Department 
Faculty 3: HTW Berlin Business School 

 
Status (type)  

University of Applied Sciences (see section 8) 
 

Status (control)   

State governed  

 
2.4  Admin is te r ing  In st i t u t ion  

See 2.3 

 
2.5 Language(s) of Instruction and Examination 

English 

3 Level of  

Qualification  

3.1 Level of Qualification   

Postgraduate terminal university-level degree with a strongly ap-
plication-oriented profile studied after the completion of a Bachelor 
or German Diplom programme (see section 8.1 and 8.4.2) includ-
ing a Master's thesis 

3.2 Programme Duration (regular study period) 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Regular study period: 3 semesters (1.5 years) 

Workload: 2430 hours 

Credits (ECTS): 90 credits, incl. Master's thesis: 20 credits 

 
3.3 Admission Requirements 

Entry requirement for the Master's programme International and 
Development Economics is a successfully completed university 
degree. 

4 Programme    
Content and 

 Results  

4.1 Mode of Study   

Full-time, on-campus 

 
4.2 Programme Requirements/Graduate Qualification Profile 

(1) The Master's programme is offered to graduates of economics 
and social sciences with the aim of developing and expanding their 
academic and vocational qualifications in the field of international 
economic relations and the specific economic challenges facing 
emerging markets and developing countries in the global econo-
my. 

(2) The Master's programme focuses on the following study con-
tent: 

a) Specific problems experienced by developing and emerging 
markets economies in the fields of macroeconomics, foreign trade, 
development economics and public finance; 

b) Sector strategies of developing and emerging markets econo-
mies, including for central sectors such as financial institutions, 
industry, the environment, social security and state-owned enter-
prise; 

c) Specialised economic policies including monetary and currency 
policy, financial policy and regional policy; 

d) Cross disciplinary methodological knowledge and qualifications. 

(3) The programme enables students whose native language is not 
English to develop high-level English-language skills, as well as 
allowing students from outside of Germany to expand their under-
standing of German culture. 

Learning Aims: 

- Knowledge of economic theories and general economic policy in 
the field of international economic relations as well as the specific 
economic challenges facing emerging markets and developing 
countries in the global economy 

- Knowledge of sector analysis and sector strategies, particularly 
in connection with financial institutions, industry, the environment, 
social security and public companies in emerging markets and 
developing countries 

- Knowledge of specific economic policies, especially those dealing 
with money and currency, financial policies, social security, re-
gional policies, commercial policies, business co-operations 

- Ability to diagnose, tackle and solve development problems in 
multidisciplinary contexts using suitable analytical and communi-
cative skills 
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- Methodological knowledge and cross disciplinary qualifications 

- Social competence and intercultural communication skills via 
insight into various cultures and their social, political and economic 
characteristics. 

 

Composition of programme: 

- Compulsory modules  30 credits 
- Elective modules  35 credits 

- Master's thesis and oral examination 25 credits  

 
4.3 Programme Details 

See the “Master's Degree Grade Transcript” for further details re-
garding areas of specialisation and the Master's thesis topic, in-
cluding grades. 

 
4.4 Grading Scheme and Notes on Grading 

Composition of final grade: 

50 % Module Grades  40        a-
tion 

 
4.5 Overall Grade 

- Final grade (not rounded off) - 

5 Entitlement of 
Qualification  

5.1 Access to further study   

This degree entitles the holder to take up doctoral studies; addi-
tional requirements may be stipulated by the relevant admissions 
regulations. (see section 8) 

 
5.2 Professional Status 

The Master's degree allows entry to higher grade public service 
professions in Germany. 

6 Additional In-
formation 

6.1 Additional Information 
On 5.5.2014, HTW Berlin was awarded system accreditation by 
AQAS. This means that all HTW Berlin programmes which were 
and are subject to internal quality assurance in accordance with 

the stipulations of the accrediting system are accredited This also 
applies to this programme (see: www.akkreditierungsrat.de).  

 
6.2 Further Information 
HTW Berlin: http://www.HTW-berlin.de  

Programme: http://mide.htw-berlin.de/ 
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Annex 4 of the Study and Examination Regulations for the International and Development 
Economics Master's programme  

 

Annex 4: Equivalence Table  
 

No. Module designation accord-
ing to Programme Regula-
tions from the 5th of October 
2005 (FHTW Berlin Official 
Information Circular 06/06), 
last amended on the 13th of 
October 2010 HTW Berlin 
No. 11/11) 

Cr No. Module name according to 
these Study and Examina-
tion Regulations  

Cr 

M1 Development Studies I  5 M4 Theories of Development 5 

M2 International Economics 5 M3 International Economics for 
the 21st Century 

5 

M3 Macroeconomics of LDCs 5 M2 Macroeconomics and Devel-
opment 

5 

M4 Development Studies II 5 M7 Development Policies and Re-
search Colloquium 

5 

M5 Public Finance in LDCs 5 M8 Public Finance for Develop-
ment 

5 

M20 Quantitative Methods of Eco-
nomics 

5 W13 Econometrics 5 

M17 Project Planning & Evaluation 5 W4 Project Planning, Monitoring 
and Evaluation 

5 

M18 Humanities Programme 5 W2 Germany's External Relations 5 

M19U1 Project Seminar / Thesis 

Preparation 

4 M15 Final Oral Examination 5 

M19U2 Thesis 21 M14 Master's Thesis 20 

M6 Central Banking in LDCs 5 W7 Central Banking  5 

M7 Financial System Development 

in LDCs 

5 W8 Financial Systems Develop-
ment  

5 

M8 State-Owned Enterprises / 

Privatisation 

5 W10 The State in Business 5 

M9 Environmental and Resource 

Economics 

5 W11 Environmental and Resource 

Economics 

5 

M10 Regional Integration 5 W9 Regional Integration 5 

M11 Regional Policies in LDCs 5 W3 Research Methods in Social 
Sciences 

5 

M12 Agricultural Economics in LDCs 5 W6 Topical Issues of International 
and Development Economics 

5 

M13 Social Security Systems 5 W5 Social Protection in Low- and 
Middle-Income Countries 

5 
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M14 Social and Political Context of 

Economic Development 

5 W1 Norms, Institutions and Social 
Progress 

5 

M15 Development Cooperation 5 W12 Development Cooperation 5 

M16 Practical Aspects of Develop-
ment Management 

5 W14 Advanced Applied Research 
Methods 

5 
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